
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-Two: Paul’s Small Letters (1) 
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Galatians 1:6-10; 2:11-14; 3:19-25; Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:8-11; 4:1-6;  Philippians 3:17-21
W
e learned in our  studies in the book of Acts about the problem in the early church regarding circumcision. A similar problem arose among churches in the region of Galatia who began to bind the Law of Moses on Gentile converts. Paul devoted a letter to these churches to address this problem. 

Paul begins expressing amazement that the churches had turned to “a different gospel, which is not another” (Gal. 1:6-7). He declared, “even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:8). With this Paul declared that truth is constant. It does not change from generation to generation. To support this he relates his own history of teaching Christ (Gal. 1:11-2:10). He then relates an occasion when he had to rebuke Peter for withdrawing from social contact with Gentile Christians (Gal. 2:11-21).

Paul devotes the remainder of the epistle to an explanation of the purpose and limits of the Law of Moses. Paul explains, “the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ” (Gal. 3:24). Yet, the Law was not to continue. He goes on to say, “But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor” (3:25). Even today some churches seek to bind the Law of Moses. What Paul told the Galatians, remains true today—“You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:4).

Paul spent a significant amount of time in Ephesus, teaching and strengthening the church there. While away from them he sent a short letter to the church there. This letter, more than any other focuses heavily on God’s plan for Christ’s church. In sending Christ to earth to die, God, “put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Eph 1:22-23). The church is the “household of God” (Eph. 2:19). It is build on the “foundation of the apostles and prophets” Jesus as the “chief cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20). Christ’s church reveals the “manifold wisdom of God” (3:10) and was part of the “eternal purpose of God” (3:11). This makes it clear that we cannot enjoy the blessings of a relationship with Christ without being a member of His church. Jesus did not create the confusion of the modern world—“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith” (Eph. 4:4-5).

The church in Philippi was born after Paul’s vision to go into Macedonia (Acts 16:9). This church held a special place in Paul’s heart. In beginning a short letter to this church during his imprisonment he wrote, “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now” (Phil. 1:3-5). This letter, written near the end of Paul’s life, expressed his gratitude to the church for supporting him when others had not (Phil. 4:10-16). Paul demonstrated the firm hope the Christian can have that “our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20). The Christian does not view this world as his home. He can, as Paul, look to heaven as his home. 
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	42
	John 3-4
	John 5-6
	John 7-9
	John 10-12
	John 13-15
	John 16-18
	John 19-21


Study Questions
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1.  The Mormon church claims that an angel revealed “another testament of Jesus Christ” which they call the Book of Mormon. What does Galatians 1:8 indicate about this?


2.  The Catholic church claims that Peter was the first “pope” and that the teachings of the popes are “infallible.” What does Paul’s rebuke of Peter indicate about this (Gal. 2:11-21)?  


3.  Many Protestant churches teach that it is impossible for a person to fall from grace. What does Galatians 5:4 indicate about this?


4.  Who is the “Head” of Christ’s church (Eph. 1:22)?



If a man presumed to act in this role whose authority would this usurp?


5.  The questions above cite the differing practices and teachings of different churches. According to Ephesians 4:4-6 is this approved of God? 


How many churches did Christ establish?

6.  What relationship does Paul use to illustrate the roles of the husband and wife in the home (Eph. 5:22-33)?

7.  What does Paul say that Christians are in the world and what do they do (Phil. 2:14-16)?

8.  The city of Philippi was a Roman colony. Citizens of Philippi were considered Roman citizens. How may Paul use this fact in Philippians 4:20-21?




Key Passage: “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:3-6, NKJV).
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